
BYO 2025-2026 SEASON SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION 
Deadline: September 6th, 2025 

Berkeley Youth Orchestra strives to ensure that no qualified young musician is prohibited from joining the 
orchestra due to financial need.  Given the finite amount of available scholarship funds, BYO asks that 
applicants consider how much they can afford to contribute towards tuition, such that scholarship 
resources can benefit as many musicians as possible. 
 
BYO Scholarship Policies 
 

1.​ BYO awards scholarships solely based on financial need and does not consider race, color, religion, or 
any other non-financial factors in its decision-making process. 

2.​ Scholarships are non-renewing and must be applied for each orchestra season. Qualifying criteria may 
change each season and receipt of a prior scholarship is no guarantee of future scholarship support. 

3.​ Families who request scholarship assistance are required to enroll for the volunteer discount and fulfill 
the required volunteer hours. Failing to fulfill the volunteer hours can result in loss of scholarship. 

4.​ All parents and/or legal guardians must sign and submit the completed scholarship application. Partial 
or incomplete submissions will not be accepted. 

5.​ With the exception of the President and Orchestra Manager, the identity of families who apply for 
scholarship support shall be withheld from the Board of Directors while being considered. Under no 
circumstances shall the Orchestra Conductor be made aware of individual scholarship applications or 
decisions. BYO will never intentionally disclose the names of need-based scholarship recipients. 

6.​ BYO uses the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development’s (HUD) Income Limit Categories 
for the Oakland-Fremont, CA HUD Metro FMR Area, which includes Alameda and Contra Costa 
Counties, for the basis of determining scholarship award tiers. Where differences exist, the tiers shown 
below shall govern. The Board of Directors reserves the right to adjust tiers and awards up to 10%. 

Scholarship Application Requirements (check each box when completed) 
 
   Assemble all of the required documentation and check each box in this section when complete. Initial 
where indicated at the bottom of this page. 

   Complete the Member and Parent/Guardian Information section on the next page, check the 
acknowledgement box, and sign/date the application. 

   Attach the first page only of the most recently filed Federal Income Tax Return for each parent or legal 
guardian.  If filing separately, you must attach copies of the first page from both returns.  Black out all 
information except family names, number of dependents and adjusted gross income (example attached). 

   Attach a family letter (required) and any additional supporting documentation (optional) that explains 
special circumstances that you’d like the Board of Directors to consider with your application. Additional 
family income not shown on the 1040 should also be disclosed and explained. 

 
 

Initial here: ________ 
Have questions?  Contact the Orchestra Manager at manager@byoweb.org 

  

mailto:manager@byoweb.org


BYO 2025-2026 SEASON SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION 
Deadline: September 6th, 2025 

 
 

 
Member and Parent/Guardian Information 

 
 Musician #1  Musician #2 

Name    

Address    

Home or Cell Phone    

Email Address    

School Name    

School Music Teacher    

Private Music Teacher    

Private Teacher Phone    
    

 Parent/Guardian #1  Parent/Guardian #2 

Name    

Address    

Home or Cell Phone    

Email Address    

Employer    

Occupation    

  We have a total of ______ people currently living in our household 
 
  We are able to contribute $_____________ towards tuition this season (total per family, not per musician) 
 
  Check here to indicate that all Parents/Guardians and Members applying for a scholarship have read the 
application, agree with the following statement, and provided an acknowledgement signature below.  
 

“We declare that all information shared in the BYO scholarship application is true and all documents are 
copies of originals without any material alterations.” 

Signatures �    

 

Parent/Guardian #1 

 

Musician #1 

 
Parent/Guardian #2  Musician #2 

 
Applicants will be notified via e-mail of the scholarship decisions by the end of September 

Have questions?  Contact the Orchestra Manager at manager@byoweb.org 
  

mailto:manager@byoweb.org


 
Provide the most recently filed Form 1040, blacking out 

the sections shown in red below. Family information and adjusted 
gross income must remain visible! 

 

Have questions?  Contact the Orchestra Manager at manager@byoweb.org 
  

mailto:manager@byoweb.org

